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period. But, for the present, It is only a conjecture, There is also no unanimity of opinion
among scholars regarding the race of the megalithic people - whether they were indigenous,
foreign or both.
There Is enough evidence to show that the megalithic phase had Its beginning around
1100 B.C. The sites in the Andhra-Karnataka border region affirm this fact. However, this
culture seems to have continued upto the 3rd century A.D., coeval with the historical period
in some parts of Andhra Pradesh, as evidenced by the excavations at Nagarjunakonda.
After such a long and arduous journey through thousands of years, ail the while progressing,
though slowly in the changing socio-economic milieu, the early man in Andhra Pradesh cast
off his primitive garb and stepped into the historic period.
DAWN OP HISTORY
As already mentioned, Andhra Pradesh, along with some other adjacent parts of Deccan,
ts geologically the oldest region in India and, as such, must have been the earliest tract to
facilitate the evolution of the Homo sapiens. The skeletal remains of a dinosaur, found a few
years ago in the north-western part of the state, deflnetely prove that life had started to evolve
in the meaozoic age itself on this land and there is no reason to surmise that it had not
continued until the final evolution of man. It is this fact that had prompted some scholars
like Oe Terra to postulate a theory that the earliest man must have had his existence first on
the east coast of the southern peninsula before he migrated to the plains of the Punjab, As
a corollary to that theory, it must be conceded that a scientific study of the history of Man
in India should begin with the basins of the Godavarl and the Krishna rather than with the
Indo-Gangetlc plain, But this could not be; for the over-lapping of cultures in the Oeccan is
so complex that the historian could not distinguish tha native warp from the foreign woof.
Even the north does not fare better as far as the cultural set-up is concerned. So, the
traditional historians of India took recourse to the linguistic approach taking the cue from
Robert Caldwell (1814-91), the British linguist. That kind of enquiry led them to the conclusion
that history dawned on India - both in the north and the south * with the penetration of
the Sanskrit-speaking Aryans displacing the Dravidian-speaking natives. According to them,
the history of the ancient period In India was nothing but a process of Aryanisation. They
reckoned that everything regarding the course of events that shaped the social, religious and
political milieu of that period in Indian history was settled by that postulate.
But a chance discovery of some seals with an unknown script at Mohenjo-Daro in Stnd
by an officer of the Archaeological Department in 1921 brought a new factor into the field.
Excavations following the discovery, conducted at places such as Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa,
Kali Bangan, Lothal and others brought to light a cultural set-up which Is termed as the 'Indus
civilisation'. So far, more than 3,000 Indus sites have been discovered over an area of more
than 10,00,000 tq.km., stretching from tha Himalayan foothills to tha western part of tha Deccan